
Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Acts (May 9) 
 

Reading Acts 

Every scroll collected by the synagogue is laid out and rolled open. Readers flock around them like grazing sheep 

around patches of grass, devouring the lines of text and chewing on the young rabbi’s suggestion that the Messiah 

has come, has suffered death, and has risen again. “Would the Messiah save the Gentiles too?” someone wonders 

aloud. “Without circumcision, without the customs of the law? How can these things be?” 

 

The preaching of salvation through Jesus, confirmed by the gift of the Holy Spirit, “turned the world upside down” 

(Acts 17:6). In Acts, Luke continues the story of Jesus’ work in and through the apostles and other disciples. Acts 

records the progress of God’s mission to reach the ends of the earth with the promise of forgiveness and everlasting 

life in Christ – a mission that continues today as the Lord works through his church. 

 

Author and Date 

Although the author does not name himself, evidence outside the Scriptures and inferences from the book itself lead 

to the conclusion that the author was Luke. The use of “we” passages indicate that the author was a companion of 

Paul in his travels. The words the author uses and the traits and education reflected in his writings fit well his role as 

a physician. After eliminating those who, for one reason or another, would not fit the requirements for the author of 

Acts, Luke is left as the most likely candidate. Two dates are possible for the writing of Acts: AD 63 (shortly after 

the last event recorded in the book) or AD 70 or even later. 

 

Recipients and Purpose 

The recipient of the book, Theophilius, is the same person addressed in the Gospel according to Luke. The theme of 

the book is presented in the words of Jesus: “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). The main purposes of the book appear to be: 

 To present a history: Acts tells of the founding of the church, the spread of the gospel, the beginnings of 

congregations, and evangelistic efforts in the apostolic pattern. The life and teachings of Jesus Christ are 

established in the four Gospel narratives, and the book of Acts provides a coordinated account of the 

beginnings of the church. 

 To give a defense: Luke probably wrote this work as Paul awaited trial in Rome. If his case came to court, 

what better court brief could Paul have had than a life of Jesus, a history of the beginnings of the church 

(including the activity of Paul) and an early collection of Paul’s letters? 

 To provide a guide: Luke had no way of knowing how long the church would continue on this earth, but 

as long as it pursues its course, the book of Acts will be one of its major guides. 

 To depict the triumph of Christianity in the face of bitter persecution: The success of the church in 

carrying the gospel from Jerusalem to Rome and in planting local churches across the Roman empire 

demonstrated that Christianity was not a mere work of man. God was in it. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

By writing his Gospel and Acts, Luke wrote about 25% of the New Testament, more text than any other New 

Testament writer. In these two books, Luke provides an account of God’s work from the announcement of Jesus’ 

birth to the announcement in Rome of salvation in Jesus (AD 58). Luke shows that, through poor and helpless 

people on the margin of society, God spread his word.  

 

As you study Acts, consider how the Lord calls every believer – including you – to bear witness to Jesus’ death and 

resurrection and to the salvation in his name. Acts records how God works through his word, whether spoken or 

written, to bring people to faith in Christ. Through the gospel, the Lord is turning the world upside down and 

advancing his kingdom from person to person and from nation to nation.  


